USA 2013 – Tenth Anniversary Tour, “That’s Awesome!”
The USA 2013 trip saw USA by Rail running its 11th trip in ten years. Starting in 2003 with a long
weekend trip to the New York and Philadelphia areas the trips have grown in both size and scope
bringing a taste of American railroads to enthusiasts from the UK and Australia.
The 2013 trip was to visit Los Angeles before heading off to Santa Fe, NM, via Amtrak’s Southwest
Chief. Whilst in Santa Fe the plan was to ride the Santa Fe Southern Railroad, a tourist short line
running 18 miles between Santa Fe and Lamy, NM, through the high desert scenery. Returning to
Albuquerque for one night the next destination was Fort Worth via Amtrak’s Southwest Chief to
Kansas City, MO, then the Missouri River Runner to Saint Louis, MO, and finally the Texas Eagle
through to Fort Worth, TX. Whilst in Fort Worth participants had the opportunity to ride Trinity
Railway Express, the local commuter railroad operating between Fort Worth and Dallas, TX.
Wednesday 1st May 2013.
My flight this year was from my local airport at Humberside through to Los Angeles via Amsterdam
with KLM Royal Dutch Airlines. The taxi arrived at 5.00am to take me to the airport and as I had
checked in the previous morning using the online facility I was able to go straight to bag drop, then
security and was soon enjoying a cup of coffee in the lounge. Prompt boarding of the Fokker F70 jet
meant we had an early take off and were on the hard standing at Schiphol 45 minutes later. I then
had to wait for Tim Howlett who was flying in from Norwich and joining me on the Trans-Atlantic
portion of the flight. Tim soon arrived and we walked through the terminal to the security zone at
the boarding gate for our 747-400 to Los Angeles. Quick clearance of security gave me a chance to
sort out a minor seating issue and we were soon boarding. Tim and I discovered that due to the
seating problem I had had to resolve at the gate, we had been allocated a row of three seats for the
two of us which meant the flight was very comfortable. A great selection of films, attentive staff,
good meals and a range of drinks to suit everyone meant that the flight passed fairly quickly for an
eleven hour flight and we were at the terminal gate in Los Angeles at booked arrival time of
11.55(PT). Immigration clearance took 45 minutes and having collected baggage we were waiting
outside Terminal 2 for the Flyaway Union Station bus due at 13.00. When sorting out times for the
trip and checking transfer details I discovered that the Flyaway Service could now be pre booked
online, which I had done and had asked Tim to do also. We were soon on our way into Los Angeles
and a fast and comfortable ride took us straight to Union Station where our hotel for the night was
only a few blocks away. Soon we were checked into the hotel and on our way back to spend the
evening rush hour at Los Angeles Union Station.
My plan was to look for the older F59PH locomotives which I needed. These locomotives will be
replaced when deliveries of the new F125 “Sprint” locomotives begins in 2015. Being built by EMD,
which is now a subsidiary of Caterpillar through Progress Rail ownership, the F125 will produce a
massive 4750hp which will be handy on the grades into the San Gabriel Mountains which surround
Los Angeles. Metrolink have ordered 20 locomotives with an option for an additional 10 built into
the contract. For many years, the only player in the commuter locomotive market has been Motive
Power Industries so it is nice to see a new entrant into this market.

Sat in bright Californian sunlight whist waiting the next turn of duty, Metrolink F59PH 860 waits in Los Angeles
Union Passenger Terminal. Photograph by Simon Bennett.

Over the space of the next few hours I managed three new engines before heading back into Los
Angeles to meet up with the others and head for an evening meal at the Far Bar L.A. I had found this
place during an internet search and thought it looked quite interesting. We were not disappointed as
the beer selection was extensive and the food was excellent. There was a distinct Japanese bias to
the food although a fine selection of American favourites was also available. Well-fed and watered
we returned to our hotel, the Metro Plaza, for what would be a short night for me as I was due to be
back at LAUPT for the first Metrolink departure Friday morning at 5.38am.
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Thursday 2nd May 2013
A bright and early start this morning as I wanted to view the entire morning peak service which
starts with the 5.38am departure to Burbank Bob Hope Airport. This proved to be a productive
morning as I managed to pick off another 4 Metrolink engines. After the peak had finished I had
made plans to ride out to San Bernadino and cover the last few miles of track which I had missed a
few years ago due to late running but as with all plans they are subject to spontaneous combustion.
Over the previous week Amtrak had been using some of the Los Angeles based DASH8-P32BWH
“Pepsi Can” locomotives on the Coast Starlight to Seattle. This was due to poor availability of the P42
Genesis locomotives and with the Coast Starlight being a “captive” diagram for Los Angeles they
knew that if they sent a loco to Seattle then it would return on the next Southbound. Of the 5 locos
based at Los Angeles all but 509 had been used, with 505 and 507 being sent as a pair with the
Genesis at the start of the week. As I rode past Redondo Yard I could see that 505 was paired with
P42 no. 55 for the journey to Seattle so a quick glance at the timetable had a move worked out to
Santa Barbara and back with plenty of time to make the connection onto the Southwest Chief for
our run to Albuquerque, NM. A few text messages were sent out to the others and as departure
time for the Starlight approached I was joined by Tim Howlett, Bob Hannaford, Steve Bates and
Richard Bishop for the run to Santa Barbara. A prompt departure and 505 was in the book. Sadly the
P42 was dud for me as I had had it back in 2001 on the Lake Shore Limited when it had disgraced
itself by rupturing its diesel tank and covering the outside of the train in diesel fuel which was
washed off by the local Fire Brigade at a grade crossing somewhere near Gary, IN.
The Coast Line is a wonderfully scenic route as it hugs the Pacific coast for many miles but the first
part of the journey is through fertile agricultural land which is surrounded by hills covered in scrub.
As we headed toward Camarillo we caught our first glimpse of the huge scrub fires which were
raging across some 10,000 acres of land. Poor visibility and the need for the engineer to have sight of
the many grade crossings along this route meant that a period of slow running ensued but once clear
of the affected area we were soon up to track speed albeit some 30 minutes down on the schedule.
Our connection in Santa Barbara was originally 90 minutes so we still had plenty of time to take
photos of the train before going for a beer in a bar across from the station.
The return to Los Angeles was on one of California’s State supported Pacific Surfliner trains. These
trains of double deck stock operate service between San Diego in the South and San Luis Obispo in
the North, providing frequent and reliable service to Southern Californians. These trains are now
equipped with WiFi and it gave us a good chance to catch up on things at home whilst travelling back
to LA. It was also nice to be able to kick back and enjoy a bottle or two of Stone Pale Ale and Stone
Arrogant Bastard, two excellent brews which are stocked in the Café cars on Pacific Surfliners.

A few fields away from the Coast Line scrub fires were changing the look of the area.
Photograph by Bob Hannaford.

Arrival back in LA was about 15 minutes late but we still had time to hit Traxx bar before boarding
the Southwest Chief for the overnight run to Albuquerque, NM. Sadly for me both P42’s were also
dud on this train. 15 had been paired with 55 on the Lake Shore Limited in 2001, so was a massive
claw back for the others, and 14 had been paired with 132 on the run from Washington D.C. to West
Palm Beach in 2011. Having settled into our Roomettes we waited for departure time and the call to
the restaurant car for dinner. As usual the standard of catering was excellent and the company was
very interesting too. We were sat with two gentlemen, one worked for Orange County Transit
Commission and the other was a political reporter for the Washington Post. An interesting
conversation took place about rail travel and American politics and the politics of American Railroads
before retiring to the lounge car for a few liveners before bed.
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Seen at Santa Barbara, CA, Amtrak train 14, Coast Starlight prepares to depart for Seattle, WA, with
P32BWH 505 and P42 55 on the point.
Photograph by Simon Bennett.

Friday 3rd May 2013
A fairly good night’s sleep was had on the train and I awoke just after 6am, as the train made its way
across the desert. Breakfast was taken in the dining car as we passed red coloured hills and steep
sided bluffs. I had forgotten just how spectacular this part of the journey was and with a constant
procession of freight trains along the Transcon there was plenty to look at. An added bonus was that
we were running on time. Amtrak has been having considerable trouble with the P42 Genesis
locomotives and the previous day’s departure of the Southwest Chief had failed on Cajon Pass, the
train being rescued by a BNSF Railway freight locomotive sent from Barstow. This assisting
locomotive worked through to Chicago but the train met with considerable delay and this would
have caused us problems with our itinerary in Albuquerque if our train had run late. As it was we
arrived early and had time to visit our hotel for the Saturday night to do a bag drop before
continuing on to the Marble Brewing Company. A very pleasant few hours was spent in the brewpub
and we then walked down to the Alvarado Transportation Center for the evening bash on New
Mexico Railrunner Express which would culminate in us travelling through to Santa Fe, NM, covering
the new line which had opened in 2011. Our moves yielded five new locomotives with NMRR having
had 4 new ones delivered since our last visit in 2008. Arrival in Santa Fe was just after 8.30pm and
we walked across the road to the Hotel Santa Fe where we would be staying the night. Checked in,

we made our way back across the road to the Second Street Brewery at the Railyard. This is a
brewery outlet and does not brew on the premises, the main brewery being several miles across
town. A band was playing and there was a wait of over an hour for food so some of us decided to
make do with a drink whilst others went off to look for a place which would serve a quick bite and a
suitable establishment was found just across the railyard. One of the things about being 10000feet
above sea level is that when it goes dark it goes cold. Having spent most of the day in the high 80’s
the temperature plummeted and I began to regret keeping my shorts and tee shirt on rather than
putting jeans and a jumper on. Various nice beers were sampled and we were treated to an
impromptu performance from a violinist and mandolin player, who played various country songs,
before we returned to the hotel and took to our beds.
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New Mexico Railrunner Express MPI MP36PH-3C locomotives 108 & 109 arrive at Sandoval/US 550
Station on a service to Albuquerque.
Photograph by Simon Bennett.

Saturday 4th May 2013
This should have been the day to ride down to Lamy, NM on the Santa Fe Southern Railroad. After
everything had been booked for this trip I discovered that the Santa Fe Southern had gone into
receivership and was no longer operating but unfortunately it was too late to change hotel and train
bookings. So with this part of the itinerary not happening we had a leisurely breakfast before
heading across to the Railrunner Depot for the 10.48am departure to Belen for a whole line ride.
Conversation at breakfast turned to reports of the previous evenings Southwest Chief departure
from Los Angeles. Reports suggested that one of the P42 locomotives had failed prior to departure
from LAUPT and that the only spare locomotive available had been DASH8-P32BWH 509 which had
been bolted onto the front. This caused a mild panic as it would be possible to get this from
Albuquerque to Lamy for the Westbound Chief back but further investigation discovered that 509
had itself also failed on the climb to Cajon Summit and the train was now reported some 6 hours late
and being hauled by a BNSF Railway freight engine from Barstow. So, having binned thoughts of
leaping for a Pepsi can and with no way to cover a 6 hour late Chief for the freight engine we
decided to stick with plan A and walk over to the NMRR Depot, where just to tantalise us the Santa
Fe Southern GP7 which would have been hauling our train to Lamy was sat in the Depot on the
coaching stock but sadly there was no sign of life at the railroads offices that may have suggested
the train was going to run.

Santa Fe Southern Railroad GP7 no. 07 sits on a side track at Santa Fe Depot alongside New Mexico
Railrunner Express MP36PH-3C no. 105 on 4th May 2013.
Photograph by Simon Bennett.

NMRR 103 provided the power for the run through to Belen, NM where during the layover at the
station we were able to watch the comings and goings along the BNSF Transcon and into the yard at
Belen.

The view from Belen NMRR Station, looking across to the fuelling racks where a trio of BNSF Railway
GE locomotives wait to depart with an autorack train to the West Coast on 4th May 2013. For the
record the locomotives are ES44DC 7212, C44-9W 5118 and ES44DC 7393.
Photograph by Simon Bennett.

103 took us back to Albuquerque, NM where we then made our way to the Doubletree by Hilton
Hotel to check in and reclaim the bags we had left the day before. Whilst collecting the bags we got
talking to the Concierge who was more than mildly interested in what a group of Brits were doing in
Albuquerque. When we explained our itinerary and that this was just part of a trip which started in
Los Angeles and would finish in Dallas/Fort Worth all he could say was “Awesome”. The more we
told him the more “Awesome” it became and with our plan for the afternoon to visit some of the
brewpubs on Central Avenue he offered to drive us there in the Hotel shuttle bus. All too soon we
were sat in the “Awesome” Tractor Brewing. This was a superb establishment with an excellent
selection of beer and is highly recommended. Next we crossed the road to Il Vicino’s for an early
evening meal and to try the range of ales available here. Whilst not a brewpub in its own right the
outlet on Central Avenue offers the range brewed at the Il Vicino Brewery across town. Fortified
with a wonderful Italian meal we then headed to Kelly’s BYOB to finish our evening. The Hotel
Shuttle bus came to pick us up when we were ready and after a few beers in the bar of the hotel it
was off to bed with no need to rise too early in the morning.
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Sunday 5th May 2013
A late breakfast was taken in the hotel before checking out and making our way to the Amtrak
Station for the Chicago bound Southwest Chief. The train was on time with the ubiquitous pair of
P42’s at the point, todays being 199 and 181. Albuquerque is a service stop for the Chief and so the
locomotives were being fuelled from a road tanker and the crew were taking a little breather on the
platform where an impromptu First Nation market had sprung up. We found our rooms and waited
for departure time so that we could grab lunch in the Diner and then sit back to watch our progress
through the amazing scenery of Glorietta and Raton Passes. This section of the Southwest Chief
route is under threat as BNSF Railway no longer routes any through freight along this line. As a result
the company is no longer willing to maintain the route to 79mph passenger train standards between
Albuquerque, NM and Newton, KS and wished ultimately to divest itself of the route either by
“selling” it to Amtrak or by complete closure. The Southwest Chief would be rerouted from
Albuquerque via the Transcon to Kansas City, MO where it would re-join its current route. The States
and communities which are affected by this have mounted a strong campaign to keep the train on
its current route and Colorado has secured Federal monies to assist in this but the clock is ticking
and by 2016 it may no longer be possible to enjoy the stunning vistas of Glorietta and Raton passes,
much of which can only be seen from the train.

Amtrak P42’s 199 and 181 are seen at the head of the Southwest Chief in Raton, NM on Sunday 5th
May 2013.
Photograph by Simon Bennett.

The train made good progress and as we headed for bed that night we were running bang on time.
This was the dodgiest part of the trip as the connection onto the next train in our itinerary, the
Missouri River Runner from Kansas City, MO to Saint Louis, MO was only 49 minutes, an unusually
tight connection for Amtrak. The engineer had the throttle pinned back through the night though
and coupled with some fairly dodgy track through Kansas, it made for a particularly disturbed nights’
sleep but as we rose for breakfast the following morning it was good to see we were just on the
outskirts of Kansa City.
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Monday May 6th 2013
Of course sitting down for breakfast should be a pleasant and unhurried affair but as the train pulled
onto the fuelling racks at BNSF’s Argentine Yard for fuel and its 1000 mile inspection our orders were
only just being taken. Fortunately the dining car crew were fully aware that we were leaving the
train at Kansas City and Juice arrived in double quick time as did the food, even though as we rolled
into Kansas City Union Station we were still eating. The train has a little wait here so we finished
breakfast, grabbed our bags and left for our connecting train which was sat on the adjacent
platform. Despite the train being there we were not allowed to board and waited until around 10
minutes before departure before we were allowed on. P42 no. 171 (another dud) rolled out on time
for the 5 ½ hour journey through to Saint Louis along yet another very scenic Amtrak route. The line
hugs the Missouri River for a significant distance, this river meeting the Mississippi River in Saint
Louis. The line also hosts a significant amount of freight traffic, up to 60 trains a day, which can
cause lengthy delays to the two Amtrak round trips a day along the line. But we had an uneventful
journey, watching the scenery roll by and enjoying chatting with the friendly crew which was
working this train. At one point I watched an Eagle swoop down to the river and fly off with a snake
in its talons, a bit of a wow moment. Arrival in Saint Louis was slightly early so it was time to do a bag
drop, with over 6 hours to kill to our next train, the Southbound Texas Eagle to Fort Worth, TX. Saint
Louis has a decent selection of brewpubs and brewery outlets but the one that had caught my eye
was the 4Hands Brewing Company which was about 20 minutes from Gateway Station, so having
dropped our bags with the station agent we took a steady walk up to the brewpub, only to find that
they didn’t open until 3pm, nearly an hour away. Fortunately for us one of the staff saw us looking
through the windows and mulling about wondering what to do and came out to see if he could help
us. Yes, we said, by opening an hour early, and when he found out that we had come from the UK he
was more than happy oblige. This superb establishment became our home for the next 5 hours as
we sampled the extensive range of brews, talked to the brewer and took a tour of the facility. A
most welcoming group of people and a place I will return to when next in Saint Louis. A cab was
called to get us back to Gateway Station and having reclaimed our bags we walked down to the
platform to board the Texas Eagle which would be home for the next 17 hours. Winning P42 no. 23
was doing the honours too which added to an already excellent day.
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Amtrak P42 171 is seen at Jefferson City, MO during a smoke break, whilst hauling Amtrak train 314
Missouri River Runner 8.15am Kansas City to Saint Louis on Monday 6th May 2013.
Photograph by Simon Bennett.

A somewhat filthy Amtrak P42, no. 23 sits at Dallas Union Station at the head on Amtrak train 21
Texas Eagle on Tuesday 7th May 2013.
Photograph by Simon Bennett.

Tuesday 7th May 2013
Compared to the previous night on the Southwest Chief across Kansas, the journey through the night
on the Texas Eagle was like riding on air. An excellent nights’ sleep was had and we all woke
refreshed and ready for the day ahead. Breakfast was taken in the diner and then we sat back and
watched Texas roll by on yet another on time Amtrak service. Taking an opportunity to stretch our
legs in Dallas we then continued through to Fort Worth where we went straight to the Sheraton
Hotel to check in and then returned to Fort Worth ITC to ride back to Dallas Union Station on the
Northbound Texas Eagle which we already knew was a required P42. This would then put us in
position to cover the Trinity Railway Express evening peak service before heading back to Fort Worth
for the evening. The Texas Eagle duly arrived at Fort Worth with P42 no. 87 on the front and after
backing out past Tower 55 we headed to Dallas Union Station. This is a great place to train watch
with Amtrak, Trinity Railway Express, DART Light Rail and frequent freight trains from Union Pacific
Railroad and the Genesee and Wyoming owned Dallas, Garland and Northeastern Railroad. Having
covered TRE for the first time in 2010 the plan was to just sit and see what turned up, especially as
we only needed 4 from the fleet of F59PH locomotives and 3 of those hadn’t been on the Railroad at
the time of our last visit having been purchased from GO Transit in Toronto and refurbished to enter
service in 2012. Two of the four required engines turned up with a round trip to Medical Market
taken to cover them and then we returned to Fort Worth with F59PHI no. 570. Our evening plan was
to spend time at the excellent Flying Saucer in Fort Worth and we walked down to where it was to
find that the building that we had visited in 2010 had been demolished. Somewhat non-plussed and
hungry we headed to the very English sounding Fox and Hounds where we enjoyed an excellent
meal washed down with some quite passable beers. The bar had WiFi so we were able to check that
there was still a Flying Saucer in Fort Worth and we discovered that it had moved to bigger premises
one block further down from the old place. Determined to finish our trip with a drink in a bar with a
very extensive selection of beers we headed down to the Flying Saucer and spent the rest of the
evening there before returning to the Hotel.

One of the two required F59PH’s and a former Go Transit locomotive, TRE no. 122 waits to depart
Dallas Union Station on 7th May 2013 with a service to Fort Worth.
Photograph by Simon Bennett.

A Union Pacific stack train is seen changing crew at Dallas Union Station on 7th May 2013. The train is
led by a GE C45AC-CTE no. 7845. Another locomotive was acting as a DPU at the rear of the train.
Photograph by Simon Bennett.

A Dallas, Garland and Northeastern Railroad RP20BD no. 145 heads a freight through Dallas Union
Station as a DART Light Rail train heads in to make its stop on 7th May 2013.
Photograph by Simon Bennett.
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The view from the Sheraton Hotel, Fort Worth as a BNSF Railway coal train with EMD SD70Ace 9332
and EMD SD70MAC 9773 wait with a Union Pacific manifest train hauled by former Chicago & North
Western GE C44-AC 6703, UP GE C44-AC 6422 and UP EMD SD70Ace 8366. Both trains are waiting to
cross the diamond at the infamous Tower 55.
Photograph by Simon Bennett.

Wednesday 8th May 2013
Time to begin the long journey home. When I booked my flights with KLM, the convenience of
leaving from an airport 6 miles from home being uppermost in my thoughts, the airline offered a
very reasonable direct service from Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport to Amsterdam Schiphol
arriving around 7am CET and giving a very pleasant connection onto the 9.25 flight to Humberside. A
few months after booking I received an e-mail telling me that the direct service had been
discontinued and that I would be routed via Delta Airlines 13.00 departure to Detroit for an onward
flight to Amsterdam. Not ideal, but okay. Then just 8 weeks before we flew I received another e-mail
saying Delta had discontinued the 13.00 flight to Detroit and I was to depart Dallas at 11.00 and
spend 2 hours longer in Detroit kicking my heels. Not acceptable. As Paul Roderigues was also flying
back to Amsterdam with me and we both wanted to time to photograph railways around Fort Worth

I started to look for an alternative departure time and or route. I finally found a 12.35 flight to
Atlanta which would put us on the 17.30 flight to Amsterdam and whilst not ideal, a further 95
minutes was better than nothing. I duly made the arrangements with KLM to change the flights and
was informed that the 12.35 flight departed from Dallas Love Field and not DFW. Love Field is the
Municipal Airport much nearer to the Downtown area of Dallas and the thought of not having to
fight through crowds of people at check-in and security rather appealed. Getting to the airport
proved relatively easy, taking TRE to Victory Station for a cross platform change onto DART to
Inwood/Love Field Station. Here a shuttle bus was waiting to take us to the airport and we were
there surprisingly quickly giving plenty of time to check-in, and boy did I need it. Paul checked in
okay but when I handed over my details and passport the agent looked somewhat puzzled.
According to her computer the only leg of my flight still valid was the Amsterdam to Humberside leg,
with both the Internal US and Trans-Atlantic legs having been cancelled. Immediately, she got on the
phone to Delta bookings in Atlanta and started a long conversation to try to find out what had gone
wrong. Apparently KLM had failed to confirm the changes with Delta when the route was changed
and as a result Delta had cancelled the ticket. Much tapping of computer keys was made and
eventually a boarding pass was issued for the flight from Love Field to Atlanta and a stand by pass
for the Atlanta to Amsterdam leg. The agent told me to go straight to the desk at the departure gate
when we got to Atlanta and to make sure I was first in the queue as a note had been made on the
computer about the ticketing issues and the gate would allocate me a seat.
A gentleman very kindly swopped seats with me on the Delta Canadian Regional Jet which took us to
Atlanta, allowing Paul and I to sit together on this flight. The stewardess was excellent and spent
time talking with passengers, and especially the Brits, “oh I just love your accent”, and the two hours
passed very quickly. Changing between terminals at Atlanta is easy using the underground rail
system that links all terminals together and I was stood, first in line, at the gate desk with a good 90
minutes before we were due to depart. A harassed looking lady eventually started to log into the
computer system and soon I was called forward. She looked at the stand by ticket and then at the
computer, tapped a few keys and issued me with my boarding pass, allocating me a seat with extra
leg room in the process. Now that I was guaranteed a ride to Amsterdam it was time to get some
food and drink and wait to board the Delta A330-300, but then more problems. Boarding should
have commenced at 17.00 but at 17.15 there was still no sign of activity. The flight deck was
occupied as all windows were open and through the misty haze on the windows we could see
movement. Then at take-off time the Captain came to the desk to inform us that the air conditioning
on board the aircraft had failed and that the cabin temperature was around 130 F, but an engineer
had been called and was working to solve the problem. It didn’t take him long to fix it and boarding
commenced at 18.10, by 18.30 we were pushing back and at 18.45 we were heading down the
runway some 75 minutes late. As my connection at Schiphol was only 60 minutes and involved a bus
out to the aircraft from the terminal I was not hopeful of making it but Eastbound trans-Atlantic
flights normally make up time so I wasn’t too worried and after a meal, a few drinks and a film I
drifted off to sleep.
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Thursday 9th May 2013
What I remember of the flight was very good and I slept quite well for an overnight flight. The
aircraft touched down at 8.32am but thanks to the main runway now being several miles from the
terminal buildings it did not reach terminal E until 8.51am. I grabbed my hand luggage and rushed as
best I could off the aircraft and round to terminal D where all the small regional aircraft board for
the UK. Since I was last there the authorities have put a new security screening area in place but
fortunately there wasn’t a queue and I was at the departure gate at 9.10am. I waited only a few
minutes for a bus and with a couple of other late comers we were shunted round to our aircraft and
having boarded, the door was shut behind us and we were off back to England bang on time at
9.25am. An excellent flight had us on the ground in Humberside on time and although passport
control was slow it didn’t really matter as I had at least avoided the 7 hour 20 minute wait in
Amsterdam for the next flight to Humberside. Unfortunately my luggage hadn’t and I was not
reunited with my suitcase until 21.30 that evening when a courier dropped it at my home.
Overall, this was another good trip. Barring my return flight everything worked well although the
disappointment of not covering the Santa Fe Southern Railroad was only slightly reduced by the
afternoon spent doing the rounds of Albuquerque’s brewpubs. I would like to thank Tim Howlett,
Warwick McIntosh, Paul Roderigues, Steve Bates and Richard Bishop for sharing this trip with me
and making it a most enjoyable experience. Now to look forward to 2014 and a coast to coast
itinerary.

